Review of arteriovenous fistula care.
The patient with End Stage Renal Failure is largely dependent upon haemodialysis for survival. Vascular access is the vital lifeline. This paper provides a review of the literature and aims to advocate the advantages of arteriovenous fistulae compared with other vascular access. It will discuss the main causes of thrombosis in arteriovenous fistula failure, measurements of early detection of venous stenosis and the care of an arteriovenous fistula to ensure its patency. The responsibility of the dialysis nurse is also considered.